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Review of ship activity in key shipping hubs in Venezuela

Peering Eye

Located on the eastern Caribbean coast, the Puerto Jose terminal handles the vast majority of Venezuela’s 
exported barrels and is equipped to load large tankers, including VLCCs via offshore moorings. In recent months, 
most of the country’s roughly 900 kb/d of crude and product exports are believed to have been staged through 
Puerto Jose, particularly cargoes bound for China and those lifted by Chevron under its US licence. 

Currently, Puerto Jose has only 4 vessels with active AIS transponders within a 50 nautical mile radius, with 3 of 
them being crude tankers and one LPG tanker.

Following the “blockade” announced by The Donald, The Officials decided to peer through key Venezuelan 
shipping hubs. More specifically, we have expanded the Peering Eye capabilities to include Puerto Jose (Puerto 
La Cruz), Punto Fijo and Maracaibo. 

Puerto Jose 17 December 2025
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Punto Fijo 17 December 2025

Punto Fijo is located on the Paraguana Peninsula in Falcon state on Venezuela’s north-western Caribbean coast. 
The port is tied to the Paraguana Refining Complex, including the Amuay and Cardon refineries. While export 
volumes are limited and irregular, Punto Fijo occasionally handles shipments of crude and refined products 
when refinery operations and logistics allow. Its importance has declined sharply in recent years.

Currently, Punto Fijo has 24 vessels with active AIS transponders within a 50 nautical mile radius, with half of 
them being crude tankers; although many of these vessels are at berth.
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Maracaibo 17 December 2025

Maracaibo remains a secondary but strategic crude export hub for Venezuela, serving production from the Lake 
Maracaibo basin via terminals such as Puerto Miranda. Volumes are well below historical peaks due to 
infrastructure limits and sanctions, with exports typically moving on smaller Aframax or Panamax vessels. While 
far less significant than Puerto José, Maracaibo continues to provide an important outlet for western Venezuelan 
crude under constrained export conditions.

Currently, Maracaibo has only 3 vessels with active AIS transponders within a 50 nautical mile radius, with all of 
them being crude tankers.
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